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APPENDIRL [F
AGRIGUIURANCONSERVATIONIEASEMENTS!

Every state in the nation has a law pertaining to conservation easements. The National
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws adopted the Uniform Conservation
Easement Act in 1981. The Act was designed to serve as a model for state legislation to allow
qualified public agencies and private conservation organizations to accept, acquire and hold less-
than-fee-simple interests in land for the purposes of conservation and preservation. Since the
Uniform Act was approved, 21 states have adopted conservation easement-enabling legislation
based on this model and 23 states have drafted and enacted their own conservation easement-
enabling laws. In Pennsylvania, conservation easements are authorized by common law.
Alabama, Oklahoma and Wyoming do not have separate provisions of state law authorizing the
conveyance of conservation easements, but state agencies are given the power to hold title to
easements in their authorizing legislation.

Agricultural conservation easements are designed specifically to protect farmland. Grantors retain
the right to use their land for farming, ranching and other purposes that do not interfere with or
reduce agricultural viability. They hold title to their properties, and may restrict public access,
sell, give or transfer their property, as they desire. Producers also remain eligible for any state or
federal farm program for which they qualified before entering into the conservation agreement.

Conservation easements limit land to specific uses and thus protect it from development. These
voluntary legal agreements are created between private landowners (grantors) and qualified land
trusts, conservation organizations or government agencies (grantees). Grantors can receive federal
tax benefits as a result of donating easements. Grantees are responsible for monitoring the land
and enforcing the terms of the easements.

Easements may apply to entire parcels of land or to specific parts of a property. Most easements
are permanent or impose long-term restrictions for a limited number of years. All conservation
easements legally bind current and future landowners. Land protected by conservation easements
remains on the tax rolls and is privately owned and managed. While conservation easements limit
development, they do not affect other private property rights.

Agricultural conservation easements are a flexible farmland protection tool. Private land trusts
and other conservation organizations educate farmers about the tax benefits of donating
easements, and state and local governments have developed programs to purchase agricultural
conservation easements from landowners. In addition, agricultural conservation easements can be
designed to protect other natural resources, such as wetlands and wildlife habitat.

Source: http://farmlandinfo.org/fic/tas/tafs-fptool.html#cons
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